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Summary

This  report  relates  to  a  request  from the  Woodland  Trust  to  undertake  work  at
Everdon Wood and Everdon Stubbs. It must be viewed as supplementary to the full
archaeological report prepared by Angela Simco for the Trust in 2002 . 
Currently the Trust intends to enhance the current public car parking area and to
provide access for vehicles to undertake a programme of woodland management.
Following discussion by the Trust with the Northamptonshire Archaeological Advisor
it  was  required  that  an  earthwork  survey  must  be  carried  out  prior  to  any
management work commencing. 
This  work  forms  two distinct  proposals.  The  first  is  the  construction  of  the  new
entrance and the initial section of the associated trackway. The second proposal is
the woodland management itself and its impact on various archaeological features
across the whole wooded area.
It  is  noted that the original  report  recommended that if  access for management
vehicles  was  to  be  provided  then it  should  not  destroy  the  edges  of  the  quarry
profiles. This objective has been maintained as far as possible.
Desk-top research for this report has revealed, at the northern tip of the woods, an
important,  probably  prehistoric,  earthwork.  This  will  be  discussed  in  depth  later
together  with  the  location  of  further  stretches  of  similar  earthworks,  probably
associated, in the wider area around Everdon Stubbs and Castle Dykes. Additionally
evidence has been obtained to better understand the eastern structure of the current
woods and the existence of an earlier wood, in Weedon parish, to the east.
It is proposed that the report is divided into two volumes; the first, this submission,
to cover the general detail and specifically the construction of the new entrance and
initial  length  of  trackway.  The second as  a  supplement  to  the first  to  cover  the
archaeological implications and proposed mitigation of the woodland management
programme.
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1.0 Introduction
Both Everdon Stubbs in Farthingstone parish and Everdon Wood in Everdon Parish are co-
terminus areas of ancient medieval  woodland  with  a history of coppicing, albeit with, in
places, underlying earlier phases of ridge and furrow style agriculture. The area known as the
Stubbs is more to the south whilst the Wood is in Everdon parish, a third parish, Weedon
Bec, adjoins both making a point where the three parishes are in confluence; the relevance
of this will be discussed in greater detail in the supplemental report. Both of these wooded
areas are in the ownership of the Woodland Trust (the Trust) but are open to popular public
access. The principal point of access to the woods for the public is at GR: 604566 where
there is a small car parking area adjacent to the Everdon to Farthingstone unclassified road.
There is footpath access to the wood at this point but, as elsewhere, no vehicular access.
This car park sits immediately adjacent to a small early but undated quarry that would have
been accessed by cart from the roadway. Looking at the exposed material in the banks of this
quarry  it  would  appear  that  the  object  of  the  quarrying  would  have  been  to  extract
'hardcore' type of stone, probably for road construction.
Apart from the erosion caused by the footfall of contemporary visitors it does appear that
other than natural erosion and the effects of tree roots there has been little change to the
features within both woods for many years. Admittedly the quarrying, referred to in Simco1

and specifically in the area of the proposed entrance, has destroyed any earlier features in
that immediate area.
There is a need however for the Trust to carry out some woodland management both for the
safety of the public and over-all well-being of the site. To achieve this the Trust will need to
provide access for management vehicles. Currently it is envisaged that this access point will
be either at or near the public car-park. It is the intention though that proposed entry will be
sited  so  as  to  cause  minimum  interference  with  both  the  natural  and  archaeological
environments  in  the affected areas.  This  will  be  discussed later  in  this  report  when the
archaeological considerations are discussed in greater depth.
The geological and topographical details are specified in Simco2. The OD ranges from about
120m in the area of Everdon Wood to in excess of 152m in Everdon Stubbs to the south.

 2 The Woodland Trust Management Proposals
The Woodland Trust are putting forward two proposals for work within the current areas of
Everdon  Stubbs  and  Everdon  Wood,  these  are  dealt  with  separately,  the  second  being
consequential to the first.

Proposal One
The  creation  of  a  new  entrance  to  the  woods  from  the  current  car  parking  area
situated on the Everdon to Farthingstone road at GR(4)604(2)566. This entrance will be
strictly for the use of vehicles, equipment and staff of the Woodland Trust and their
contractors. When not in use it will be secured against use by the general public.
It does appear that there are two archaeological features that will be affected by this
proposal, the first is the probably 18th - 19th century quarry, (F32 in Simco3), the second
is the probably late medieval trackway, an early course of the Everdon to Farthingstone
road.(F25 in Simco4) To facilitate the selection of a route for the proposed trackway
that will cause least damage to these archaeological features CLASP has undertaken an
earthworks height survey of the area of F32. This is attached as Appendix 4 to this
report.  Following  a  discussion  with  the  Woodland  Trust  a  preferred  route  for  the

1 Simco pp 60 Appendix 8 this report)
2 ibid para 1.1 pp 31
3 Ibid 
4 Ibid 
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entrance has been agreed that will cause minimum  damage to both the archaeology
and the ecology in this area. This is indicated on Appendix 4 together with the course
of F25. As it appears that the new entrance and service road will cut F25 it is suggested
that an archaeological  investigation is made within the area of the crossing to establish
whether any indications of this track can be located.  
In addition to this latter survey a series of photographs of the quarry, F32, have been
taken and some are appended as Appendix 5, descriptive titles are included with each
photograph.
Proposal two
When  the access is obtained the Woodland Trust intend to undertake a programme of
management  through  out  the  overall  woods.  Simco  ably  provides  advice  for  this
exigency5 and from the perspective of the author there is no reason to disregard that
advice. These recommendations advise a structured management plan to conserve the
archaeological  features. An initial field visit to the site has only considered the first
proposal in depth. It is therefore advised that a further field survey is undertaken to
agree  a  programme  to  satisfy  Simco's  recommendations  relating  to  woodland
management. A supplemental paper to this current report will then be prepared and
submitted  for  approval.  Once  agreed the second proposal,  the management  work,
could then proceed.

3 General Archaeological and Historical Issues
A comprehensive 'desk-top' archaeological assessment of the site was carried out in 2002 by
Angela Simco on behalf of the Trust6. As the majority of this report is still appropriate for
today it has been agreed that for the purposes of informing the current report then the 2002
report  will  be  relied  upon  as  a  base  document  and  the  research  undertaken  then  not
repeated. The Simco report is provided as Appendix 8 to this report, some new information
will however be discussed and included where appropriate.
The quarry subject to this report is clearly indicated in Simco as feature F327 coloured in
grey-pink. Also illustrated on this map as feature F25, is a hollow-way on a roughly north to
south alignment. This latter feature cuts earlier ridge and furrow structure but itself being
cut by the quarrying activities.
It is very difficult to provide a precise dating sequence for the historical life of these woods
as apart from the documentary evidence and Simco's own physical surveys it appears that
no other archaeological  intervention has  occurred,  either  intrusive  or  non-intrusive.  The
significant  levels  of  ridge and furrow across  the whole site have undoubtedly made the
identification of earlier archaeological landscape features more difficult, if not impossible,
unless circumstantial evidence is considered. This ridge and furrow does indicate that the
parts  of  the  wood  covered  by  this  feature  could  not  have  been  woodland  in  early  to
probably middle medieval times.
The  Atlas  of  Northamptonshire8 published  since  Angela  Simco's  report  illustrates  the
probable agriculture landscape of the locality at c1300AD9 and again at c177010 ( appendices
1 & 2) respectively ). This does tend to both corroborate and also enhance her report 11. The
earlier map portrays the ridge and furrow on a similar but not exact pattern as shown in
Simco and confined to what was then known as Snorscomb(e) Wood, in the then township

5 ibid pp various
6 ibid pp 60 (Appendix 8 this report)
7 ibid
8 Partida, Hall and Foard, Map 53m
9 ibid Map M53 
10 ibid Map EM53
11 Simco pp 60
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area of Snorscomb(e). As will be seen in Simco12 there are today small areas of open field
pasture in the more north -  easterly parts of  'Everdon Wood' (the former Snorscomb(e)
wood, this is discussed later. Appendix 1 illustrates Everdon Stubbs in circa C13th as open
field pasture, explaining why there is no 'ridge and furrow' in that area, possibly because of
the nature of the geology. Conversely however the area in Weedon parish immediately to
the  north  –  east  of  both  the  modern  Everdon  Stubbs  and  Everdon  Wood  combined,
constituted a significant area of woodland, apparently known as Weedon Wood. This latter
feature  was of  a  similar  size  to the modern wooded area.  The map EM53 in the Atlas,
Appendix 2, illustrates this feature as still being extant but with both Everdon Stu(i)bbs and
Snorscomb(e) Wood having been created.
It has been noted that there are what appears to be eroded linear earth-works, probably
multi – vallate, to both the east and west of the northern tip of Everdon wood. These are
illustrated  but  not  reported  in  Simco  as  Appendix  313 to  this  report.  From  other
observations+ and ongoing research it seems possible that these may be part of a far larger
network  of  similar  earth-work  features  in  various  locations  locally.  That  section  of  the
earthworks  to  the  immediate  east  of  Everdon  Wood  would  have  been  overlain  by  the
medieval woodland in Weedon parish referred to above, thereby causing significant damage
to them. The section of  these earth-works  to  the west  and that  within  the confines  of
Everdon Wood have been subjected to agriculture for many years prior to the creation of the
current  woods.  A  visual  'field'  examination  by  the  author  looking  for  evidence of  these
earth-works within the Wood today did not reveal any evidence of them remaining today.
The area internal to the Wood would probably not be appropriate for geophysical survey.
These  recently  located  sections  of  earth-works  significantly  extend  those  previously
reported.14 15

There is however a short stretch of similar earthworks that are still visible in the parish of
Stowe Nine Churches about 2.5km to the east from the centre of Everdon Stubbs. A trench
section was cut through these works back in 1972 that failed to provide any dating evidence
but did illustrate that the works had been palisaded with large post holes in the ditches. The
same trench was re-cut and slightly  enlarged in  2001,  again this  did  not  provide dating
evidence but it did reveal a single piece of early Neolithic worked flint sealed by a bank.16 In
this  same  area  are  various  prehistoric  linear  pit  alignments  and  other  early  features
including enclosures, probable barrows and field systems denoted by crop-marks.17  These
are also alluded to in Section 3 of Simco. Work is currently being undertaken as an ongoing
desk-top  research  programme  seeking  to  better  understand  the  pre  Romano  –  British
archaeological landscape in this area, this will be reported on in due course. This latter work
seems to indicate that this early activity came relatively close to the east side of Weedon
Wood, there is also evidence of similar activity to the west of Everdon towards Charwelton.
If similar features did exist under the area to be affected by these proposals (specifically the
second)  as Simco suggests, it seems feasible that any features may well have been damaged
by centuries of  agricultural,  forestry, and quarrying activity together with modern visitor
footfall; this does not mean however that, where appropriate, targetted investigation should
not take place. With this evidence of significant prehistoric activity, including major linear
earthworks, in the wider area of Everdon Wood it does seem to preclude any woodland
being on the site after early deforestation, probably either Neolithic or early Bronze Age,

12 ibid
13 Simco pp 60 (Appendix 8 this report)
14 Pickering
15 Appendix 7
16 Tingle, M 2001
17 Deegan & Foard Sections 6 & 7 various
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until the later medieval period. This later date for reforestation is indicated by Appendices 1
& 2 to this report.
Further  evidence  as  to  the  historical  significance  of  this  area  can  also  be  seen  in  the
references in both the AS Charters for Stowe18 and also the combined charter for Badby,
Dodford, Everdon and Newnham which make reference to the roadway  that runs on an east
to west alignment from the direction of Preston Capes and further west, towards Stowe and
east.19 These documents describe this as 'The Great Way or Street'. Again, with others, the
author has considered but not as yet reported on this route and formed a view that this is
the alignment of an extremely early strategic route forming part of a network of routes that
linked the south-west to the north-east. The alignment would have passed immediately to
the south of Everdon Stubbs and the hill-fort at Castle Dykes.
The  western  perimeter  of  the  previously  mentioned  Weedon  Wood  seems  to  probably
follow the course of Feature 2 in Simco20 which would explain why the ridge and furrow to
the west of these does not continue to the east of Features 23 & 24. Looking at Appendices
1 & 2 to this report21 it  does perhaps provide an explanation as to the course of these
features and their antiquity as their course was defined by the boundary of Weedon Wood
and not that of the Everdon 'Woods'. This is perhaps further illustrated by the route of the
current footpath (Simco F41) that is straighter and slightly to the east of (Simco) F2 – at what
stage did this become the parish boundary if the boundary of Weedon Wood was originally
to the west?  The origins and subsequent history of this wood are not currently known
which does not permit us to define the earliest date for these tracks, however they are
probably the earliest in Everdon Wood/ Stubbs. The comment re 're tree stumps' in this area
made in the relevant AS Charter  poses an interesting question whether there had been
some form of  woodland management on the Weedon Wood in the 10th C.22

The author notes from Ordnance Survey Maps23 that one point of origin of these routes
(F23, 24 & 41), to the south – east, is in the immediate area of Castle Dykes Hill-fort. To the
north-west however this same features seem to lead through Little Everdon and onwards to
the north - west making a convenient connection between Castle Dykes and the hill-fort on
Borough Hill, Daventry.
In addition to the previously mentioned prehistoric features the probably early - middle Iron
Age hill – fort Castle Dykes and its adjacent Norman Motte and Bailey at Castle Yard are the
two principal archaeological features locally and were probably significant features in the
wider prehistoric and medieval landscapes, they will not however be directly affected by the
current proposals.

4. Mitigation
Mitigation must be justified by the various archaeological research strategies and agendas.
For  the  purpose  of  these  proposals  the  author  has  considered  both  Historic  England
national and East Midlands regional agendas/ strategies, the relevant parts being included in
Appendix 6. With both of these documents only specific aspects are relevant to the current
study,  this  is  particularly so with the regional  document.  The broad archaeological  span
covering this wider area, from the early Neolithic through to the Early - Modern, albeit that
there  appears  to be an  apparent  lack  of  activity  during the Romano-British  period,  has
necessitated  the inclusion of significant material from the regional document.
Proposal 1

18 Brown, Key, Orr and Woodfield pp 136
19 Brown, Key & Orr pp157 Item 25 et seq.
20 Ibid Table 1 pp 20
21 Se Fns 3 & 4 above
22 Brown, Key & Orr pp156 Item 22
23 OS 1:50000 map Sheet 152
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The proposed new service track follows the course of a route that the general public
has used for many years to access Everdon Wood. This route crosses the course of
(Simco) F25 it is therefore anticipated that, at this point this feature, which would
only  be ephemeral,  would  undoubtedly  have  been significantly  impaired  by  the
footfall. It is therefore considered that the appropriate mitigation would be by way
of a watching brief. This brief must observe for evidence of dating, structure and
purpose of  F25,  additionally any evidence of  how it informs the wider historical
landscape.
If anything definitive is identified during this brief it will hopefully, perhaps only 
peripherally, inform the following criteria from the East Midlands Strategy.24

Objective 8A  Agenda 8.4.4
Objective 8E  Agenda 8.4.5

 
Proposal 2

As outlined previously the programme of woodland management and its effect on
the heritage and archaeological history of both Everdon Stubbs and Everdon Wood
requires definition and and archaeological investigation before management work
commences. A significant blueprint for any investigation is specified in Simco.25 It is
therefore  proposed  that  a  joint  survey  by  CLASP  and  the  Woodland  Trust  is
undertaken to define exactly what work is to be carried out by the Trust. Once that
is  completed  a  supplement  to  this  paper  will  be  submitted  defining  proposed
archaeological investigation based on Simco together with other, recently obtained,
information held by CLASP. The discussion on meeting the various Agendas will be
included at that stage.

5. Reporting
It is proposed that the final report resulting from the mitigation for both proposals will be
submitted as a joint report.  It  is  suggested that the current report and its supplement,
together with the final report of the archaeological investigations, be submitted jointly to
the ADS as a combined document for eventual archiving.
The Woodland Trust have kindly indicated that they will make a donation to CLASP when
this work is completed. It is suggested that CLASP will utilise this donation for the printing
of a 'case study' to report on the archaeological heritage of Everdon Stubbs and its wider
area. This latter document, which will be one of a series published by CLASP, can then, in
conjunction with any initiatives by the Trust, be utilised  to inform the wider public of this
heritage.  This course of action would serve both The Historic England Research Agenda26

and also CLASP's charitable objective to educate the public in matters archaeological.

24 Appendix 7 pp 12 & 13
25 Simco pp various
26 Appendix 7 pp 2 to this report
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Standards and Working Arrangements for Proposal One
This work will be overseen by Mr. D. F. Hayward MBE for CLASP. 
Standards

The proposed work must be completed to standards commonly adopted by the wider  
archaeological  community.  Nationally  the  governing  standards  are  those  of  CIfA,  the  
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. For the purpose of this specific proposal the relevant
CifA standard is their 'Standard and guidance for an archaeological watching brief',  this  
guidance will be adopted and respected for the purpose of the this proposal. Locally the 
Northamptonshire Archaeological Archives Standards will be adopted.

• Project Identification
This Project, commissioned by the Woodland Trust, falls under the classification of
work outlined in sub-paragraph 'd' on page five of the CIfA Standard for Watching
Briefs, being  a  project  not  related  to  a  specific  planning  application  but  minor
works relating to a management entrance and initial element of a service track. The
requirement for archaeological consideration was identified following discussions
between  the  Woodland  Trust  and  the  Northamptonshire  County  Planning
Archaeologist with comment from CLASP. It has been agreed that an archaeological
watching brief would be appropriate.

• CIfA Standards and Codes
Whilst CLASP is not a member of CIfA for the purpose of this project CLASP will
abide by the CIfA Standard for Watching Briefs. If significant archaeology is located
then it will be necessary to consider other appropriate CIfA standards.

• Northamptonshire Archaeological Archives Standards
A Northamptonshire  HER UID number  has  been adopted for  this  project  and is
shown  on the  front  cover  of  this  report.  Additionally  it  will  be  included on  all
archived material both physical and documentary, including photographs. 
Any finds will be processed and archived in accordance with these standards. CLASP
will retain any finds in its store until the Northamptonshire Archaeological Archive
becomes  available.  In  addition  any  final  report  will  also  conform  to  the
requirements of the Northamptonshire Standards.

• National and Regional Archaeological and Historical Research Agendas and Strategies
These are discussed in depth in Appendix 6 to this report.

Health and Safety.
All CLASP volunteers on site must be aware that there will be active excavating machinery 
present. To that effect hard hats, high visibility jackets and steel tipped footwear will be  
utilised. 
If  the  CLASP  volunteers  identify  any  potential  archaeological  features  during  the  
construction work they must, by way of a pre-agreed signal, request that excavation stops 
and machinery stops working.  They may then approach the potential  archaeology and  
investigate what is observed.

Action if Archaeology is located.
If unexpected archaeology is located work by the contractors must be requested to stop
immediately and the client informed. Depending upon the nature and significance of the
archaeology  the  CLASP  Archaeological  Director  should  be  asked  for  advice,  where
appropriate the County Planning Archaeological Advisor must be informed.
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CLASP Report
Everdon Stubbs

Appendix 5

Looking from the higher ground towards the;
proposed new entrance and the road.

A view from the central area of the quarry
looking towards the south south – east.  The

proposed track would approach from the road
which is out of the picture to the right.

The highest central area to the top left is where
the proposed track would cross F24 before

heading into the principal wooded area,  this is
where the suggested archaeological excavation

would be.

Looking from the road towards, roughly, the
east across the central area of F32.  The small

area of 'sky' on the 'horizon' to the extreme left
is in the vicinity of F41 and F4227 , the 'heathen
burial' and Anglo-Saxon enclosure respectively.
The proposed new trackway will run on higher,
natural ground, out of picture to the right. This

therefore demonstrates how the majority of F32
will be unaffected by these proposals.

View of the car parking area looking south the
proposed entrance being to the left. The new
track, having left the quarried area of the car

park across the already eroded quarry bank (as
graded to allow vehicular access) to the 'natural'

higher level beyond.

27 Simco pp 23
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CLASP Report
Everdon Stubbs

Appendix 6
National and Regional Archaeological Strategies
It is important that any archaeological investigation is justified and not just a 'wild card'. To provide
a framework for this justification there are a series  of Agendas and Strategies, both national and 
regional, in addition to some thematic strategies. Extracts from the relevant strategies/ agendas to 
support the archaeological mitigation to cover both of the work proposals submitted by the 
Woodland Trust are provided below.

Historic England Research Agenda 2017

Rural Landscapes

 How can we use and communicate enhanced understanding of our rural historic environment to 
encourage communities to engage more actively with the character of their rural places and landscapes?

Archaeology of the deeper past

Research questions that will help our mission include:
 What is the grand narrative of the first 99% of human habitation of what is now England?

 What new settlement or monument types are being discovered through survey or field 
investigation, and what should be there but has not yet been identified?

 How can the sector ensure better co-ordination of our understanding to aid in the conservation 
and management of an irreplaceable resource?

 How can we better investigate, understand and apply existing statutory protection to more 
challenging types of monument, such as those lacking defined structures or only surviving as ephemeral 
evidence, and which are most vulnerable?

 How can we improve public understanding of the archaeology of the prehistoric, Roman and 
early medieval periods in a way that inspires a modern audience, and helps its protection and 
management?
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East Midlands Heritage
An updated research agenda and strategy for the historic environment of the East Midlands

The complete Strategy/ Agenda for the relevant eras are inserted but without the associated 
notes, these can be obtained from the original document which is a free download at 
https://content.historicengland.org.uk/.../east-midlands-heritage/em-updated-research-...
The eras included are justified from archaeological evidence discovered from the local landscape, 
these are discussed in paragraph    of the main body of this report.
The inclusion of this wide spectrum of eras will cover mitigation resulting from both work 
proposals.
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